
Dear Library Foundation supporter,

Books are just part of the Library story. The Library’s impact 
is more than words and goes to the core of strengthening 

all San Diego communities. Your support of the San Diego 
Public Library Foundation helps San Diegans succeed in 
education, employment, and entrepreneurship and keeps 
our communities engaged and empowered.  

  This year, the Library and Library Foundation delivered 
on that mission in new ways. In this report, you’ll read 
about how our excellent Library staff has continued to 
provide essential and innovative educational services. 

Your support helps make this possible. 

  You’ll also read about our work to bridge the digital divide. 
Digital and technological inequity has been a problem for 

decades, not only in unequal access to computers or the Internet 
but also with some communities lacking access to quality science, 

technology, engineering, and math education. The Library’s NExT program 
addresses this by broadening access to STEAM education resources. 

The pandemic shined a spotlight on San Diego’s long-standing inequities, hitting 
vulnerable communities more than others. And, in the 
process, widening the divide. As you will read in this 
update, with your support, the Library Foundation 
and Library are helping address these disparities by 
providing access to vital technology and information. 
Soon we will host a virtual event to communicate more 
about how we and our community partners are working 

together to help. Please watch your email inbox for an invitation! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this impact possible. You can support 
this work now by visiting SupportMyLibrary.org/matchmygift. 

As Library locations continue to reopen safely, the Library will play a critical role 
in San Diego’s recovery—as will your support. Thank you. 

Patrick Stewart 
Library Foundation CEO

THANK YOU for making all of this possible

Visit SupportMyLibrary.org/impact to see your support in action 

MORE THAN WORDS
Read more about how 

your support goes 
beyond words.

Special updateSpecial update
for supportersfor supporters

http://SupportMyLibrary.org/matchmygift.
http://SupportMyLibrary.org/impact


A new Library Foundation partnership with the Library and 
Computers 2 San Diego Kids (C2SDK) removes barriers for students 
wanting to participate in virtual Library programs. The Library 
Foundation has purchased more than 240 C2SDK computers for 
eligible students (and their families) who need help to participate 
in Library NExT STEAM education classes. More than half of 
these students live in homes without a functioning computer or 
a computer shared by many people. All the students qualify for 
free and reduced school lunch. Students in the READ/San Diego 
adult literacy program and Career Online High School also received 
Library Foundation-provided computers. The Library Foundation 
secured an additional 200 Chromebooks, which patrons are 
checking out in outdoor spaces at ten branches. The Library 
Foundation is seeking support to expand this effort, colloquially 
called Computers in the Courtyard. Read more about the Library 
Foundation’s digital equity initiative at tinyurl.com/sddigitalequity. 

MORE THAN LAPTOPS: Foundation helps bridge the digital divide

“We love our computers,” said 7-year-old Intisar 
and 10-year-old Samani. “These kids really need 
these computers,” added tutor Anne. “It will be a 
whole new world for them.”

MORE THAN CAMPAIGN PROMISES: Mayoral candidates detail Library vision

The LibrariesTransformSD coalition of the Library 
Foundation, the Friends of the San Diego Public Library, 
and the Library Commission, sat down with San Diego 
Mayoral candidates Barbara Bry and Todd Gloria to 
hear their visions for San Diego’s Public Libraries. Each 
candidate discussed their plans to fund Libraries, increase 
the materials budget, and support the new Library Master 
Plan. These conversations are a part of the Foundation’s 
advocacy efforts to work with the new city administration. 
Congresswoman Susan Davis also shared her perspective 
on the library’s role in the democratic process. Find our 
Library budget priorities and candidate forum videos at 
SupportMyLibrary.org/candidate-conversations.  

MORE THAN BALLOTS: Libraries are a cornerstone of democracy

Libraries are among America’s most trusted institutions. 
In The New York Times, sociologist Eric Klinenberg said 
libraries built confidence in the mail-in and drop-off 
process during this election, with expanded access to 
early voting. All San Diego Public Libraries served as 
official mail ballot drop-off sites thanks to a partnership 
with the San Diego County Registrar of Voters. Library 
staff report heartwarming stories of patrons voting for 
the first time at the Library and others celebrating after 
submitting their ballots. “I got a call from an elderly 
patron who told me she and her son could not make it to 
the polls and she was so glad to drop her ballots off at a 

place she trusted,” said Carrie Kreutz-Landry of the Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa Branch Library. “She was 
grateful and excited the Library made the process so easy and convenient.” 

http://tinyurl.com/sddigitalequity
http://SupportMyLibrary.org/candidate-conversations


MORE THAN CAMPAIGN PROMISES: Mayoral candidates detail Library vision

MORE THAN TRICK OR TREAT: Library Shop brings families a haunting good time 

Our Library Shop continued the summer 
Curbside Caravan Tour in October with a 
Halloween-themed pop-up shopping table 
featuring a Haunted Library Mural designed by 
an award-winning children’s illustrator. They 
haunted the curbs of 15 branches for a safe and 
socially distanced outdoor opportunity for over 
300 participants to show off their Halloween 
costumes. Halloween may be over, but the 
holiday season is just beginning! The entire 
Library Shop inventory is online for easy holiday 
shopping at LibraryShopSD.org. And your 
purchase provides a gift to the communities who 
rely on the Library as all proceeds benefit the 
San Diego Public Library System. 

MORE THAN BALLOTS: Libraries are a cornerstone of democracy

MORE THAN THE ROAD NOT TAKEN: Frost finds a home at the Library

The collections of California-born poet Robert Frost have found a home in San 
Diego, thanks to a collaboration of the Library Foundation, Library, and the 
Robert Frost Society. The Central Library @ Joan Λ Irwin Jacobs Common is 
now a center for the research and study of Frost’s works and collections of his 
rare books. Rancho Santa Fe writer and businessperson Jim Hurley originated 
the idea last year, which quickly gained support from San Diego civic leaders 
Malin Burnham, Mel Katz, and Art Flaming. “Housing the Robert Frost archive 
of correspondence, rare books, and photographs at a public library allows more 
people to learn and gain inspiration from the collection,” said Library Director 
Misty Jones. “It lets us invite more San Diegans to participate in discussing 
the important ideas in these works.” The Library Foundation is proud of this 
partnership to increase community access around Frost’s work. 

MORE THAN ANOTHER ZOOM: Webinar highlights the values side of estate planning  

We’re grateful to everyone who attended our webinar, 
Values-Based Estate Planning: Put Your Money Where Your 
Heart Is!  A recording of our presentation is available at 
tinyurl.com/ValuesWebinar. An estate plan goes beyond 
financial and legal considerations. It is also about exploring 
your heart and identifying what you deeply value – family, 
community connection, favorite charities – and aligning your 
plan accordingly. For a handy planned giving guide, view our 
Simple Options for Making a Lasting Impact at tinyurl.com/
SimpleOptions. The Library Foundation is a trusted resource 
that provides estate planning education to make informed 
decisions. Read about the Library Foundation’s approach to 
values-based philanthropy during COVID in Alliance Magazine: 
tinyurl.com/alliancemag. 

North Clairemont Library staff celebrated Halloween 
by posing with the Haunted Library mural. 

http://LibraryShopSD.org
http://tinyurl.com/ValuesWebinar
http://tinyurl.com/SimpleOptions
http://tinyurl.com/SimpleOptions
http://tinyurl.com/alliancemag
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Visit Visit SupportMyLibrary.org/matchmygift to make a gift matched by the Lily Lai Foundation. to make a gift matched by the Lily Lai Foundation.

...to the hundreds 
of individuals and organizations 

who supported our work this past year.

https://www.facebook.com/supportmylibrary
https://www.instagram.com/sdlibraryfoundation/
https://www.youtube.com/user/sandiegolibrary
https://www.linkedin.com/company/18053597
http://SupportMyLibrary.org/matchmygift

