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New Look. Same Values.
Dear library supporter:

You may have noticed that we look a little different at the Library Foundation. Recently we launched 
our new look and logo and I invite you – our community of supporters – to check it out (yes, it’s a 
library-based pun). We’re thrilled to announce that the San Diego Public Library Foundation is now 
referred to as the Library Foundation SD!  

This subtle but significant change arrives as we celebrate our 20th anniversary this March. Through 
two decades, we’ve brought together funding and partnerships to help the San Diego Public Library 
continue its evolution from simply providing books into a bold network that our community relies on 
to learn new skills, pursue lifelong ambitions, and achieve a better life.

Our new brand is grounded in this work, emphasizes our strengths, and differentiates our role. We’re 
not the library, but we are the conduit to support the library’s life-changing mission. The vibrant 
colors reflect the diversity of our communities, and the stacked blocks show a commitment to 
building a better future for all San Diegans, realized through a thriving library system.

You’ll notice that we refreshed our website, too (you’ll find us at LibraryFoundationSD.org). We 
restructured our site to unite our efforts under one roof – advocacy, the Library Shop, and philanthropy.

While our look has changed, our values remain the same – investing in our communities and funding 
vital library programs (like those detailed in this report) that make dreams achievable.

Thank you for your continued belief in our mission and your support of our impact. Please feel free to 
email me at pstewart@libraryfoundationsd.org if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Patrick Stewart
CEO, Library Foundation SD

Our new brand better reflects our work to support:
n Social Justice & Equity 

n Early Childhood 
n Education & Lifelong Learning 

n Digital Learning & Access 
n Economic & Workforce Development

n Cultural & Civic Engagement

THANK YOU for making this impact possible LibraryFoundationSD.org

http://LibraryFoundationSD.org


We are proud to support this impactful early childhood literacy program 
and its goal to create lifetime readers and library lovers. In 2020, the library 
issued 762 cards to children aged five and younger for the entire year. In 
just the first two weeks of this new program, 995 young readers took home 
their first library cards! 

“We know that reading to children at a young age improves their future 
literacy,” said Library Director Misty Jones. “My 1st Library Card introduces 
children to the library at an early age and sets them up to be readers for 
life.” Participants receive their very own library card featuring the San Diego 
Public Library’s new mascot, Odi the Coyote (while supplies last). 

Read more about the program’s impact at sdplf.org/My1stLibraryCard.

My 1st Library Card program builds lifelong library relationships

Do San Diego libraries and parks make the grade?

San Diego’s libraries and parks are a tale of two cities. That was the message 
at our recent State of San Diego Libraries and Parks event with San Diego 
Parks Foundation chair Michel Anderson and moderated by Voice of San 
Diego reporter Lisa Halverstadt. Some San Diego communities enjoy large, 
well-appointed, well-maintained libraries and parks. Other locations, often 
in traditionally underserved neighborhoods, lag behind with smaller, aging 
facilities, fewer amenities, and inadequate funding. Our discussion covered 
some solutions to these inequalities with a new Parks Master Plan now 
adopted and the Library Foundation and city working on completing a 
Library Master Plan that details the needs of each local library.

Watch the entire discussion at sdplf.org/state-of-libraries.

Happy three-year anniversary to the MH-HC Library

Three years ago, more than 2,000 San Diegans helped welcome a new 
library to the Mission Hills-Hillcrest neighborhood by ceremonially passing 
books the six blocks from the old location to the new library. The book 
brigade was a community celebration of what’s possible when the city 
invests in libraries, and of the real, tangible impact of library donors. 

We appreciate your patience in awaiting the installation of donor 
recognition. Good news! The installation is complete – signage, donor 
wall, tiles, and community plaque. We invite you to stop by and see yours! 
As the Mission Hills-Hillcrest/Harley & Bessie Knox Library celebrates its 
three-year anniversary, we once again thank all the donors who made this 
incredible community asset possible.

Parks Foundation Michel Anderson (left) with 
Library Foundation CEO Patrick Stewart 
(photo: Brian McClean)

The book pass was a celebration of the 
importance of libraries to communities. 

http://sdplf.org/My1stLibraryCard
http://sdplf.org/state-of-libraries


Do San Diego libraries and parks make the grade?

Continuing civic and cultural engagement through library support
Alice and Doug Diamond have always held close ties with the library 
as annual donors and early supporters of the Central Library @ Joan 
Λ Irwin Jacobs Common. The Diamonds shared that since they have 
supported the San Diego Public Library with annual donations for over 
thirty years, why should they stop doing that after their lifetimes? “The 
same needs will continue and we want to be sure that the library is 
there to enrich the lives of the people who come after us,” wrote Doug. 
Making a planned gift to the library was the logical next step. 

The Diamonds’ library support will have a lasting impact in areas most 
important to them, including “achieving lasting and positive change, 
compassion, effectiveness, opportunity, equity, relationships, and 
community building.” Learn more at sdplf.org/Diamonds.

Happy three-year anniversary to the MH-HC Library

In the coming months, the City of San Diego will develop its 2023 fiscal year 
budget. We hope you can join the Library Foundation, Friends of the Library, 
and Library Commission and be part of that process. 

Library advocates in the LibrariesTransformSD coalition have earned 
important library budget wins, and we need your support to protect library 
services again this year. 

Learn more about how you can help at sdplf.org/advocate. 

Upcoming Library Shop author talk

Join the Library Shop, fellow San Diego independent bookstores, and the 
Writer’s Symposium by the Sea for an in-person event with New York Times 
bestselling author Don Winslow. 

Winslow will discuss his new book City on Fire on Tuesday, April 26, at 7 p.m. 
at Point Loma Nazarene University. City on Fire is a contemporary Iliad set 
in modern-day New England that masterfully explores the classic themes of 
loyalty, betrayal, and honor. 

Sign up at sdplf.org/winslow.

Protect library services with our advocacy toolkit

Library advocates have earned important new 
program funding. 

http://sdplf.org/Diamonds
http://sdplf.org/advocate
http://sdplf.org/winslow


Visit LibraryFoundationSD.org or follow us on social media!

Library Foundation SD · 330 Park Blvd, San Diego, CA 92101 · (619) 238-6695

@LibraryFoundationSD

    Watch for these upcoming events

We want to hear from you. Please take a moment to fill out our short 
questionnaire so that we can ensure that we communicate with you in the 
ways that you value most. Follow the QR code here or visit sdplf.org/survey.

    Tell us how we can better serve you

Odi the Coyote at a library near you
The library’s newest mascot Odi the Coyote will be touring 
San Diego’s libraries soon. The star of the bilingual book 
Odi’s Library Day, Odi made their debut at the Mira Mesa 
Library in early March and will be out and about in the 
coming months. The Library Foundation supports this 
effort to introduce children to the library. Meet Odi at 
sdplf.org/odi-the-coyote.

Spring into STEAM
Spring into STEAM is the library’s science-focused 
program series for 9 to 12-year-old students. Students 
will explore botany, agriculture, and forestation through 
in-person and virtual programs in March, April, and May 
in this year’s program. Learn more at sdplf.org/spring-
into-steam.

Library Shop SD author event
Lynne Cox will be at the La Jolla/Riford Library on May 26 at 
4:30 p.m. to discuss her book Tales of Al, The Water Rescue 
Dog. Cox holds open-water swimming records worldwide 
and is a member of the International Swimming Hall of Fame. 
Her latest work tells how an irresistible Newfoundland puppy 
becomes a daring rescue dog. Learn more at sdplf.org/
Lynne-Cox.

Summer Reading Program
For more than 100 years this program has fought the 
“summer slide” and kept children engaged, learning, and 
reading from June to August. Participants who achieve 
reading goals earn prizes, discover recreational reading, 
and return to school more confident and ready to learn.

http://sdplf.org/survey
http://sdplf.org/odi-the-coyote
http://sdplf.org/spring-into-steam
http://sdplf.org/spring-into-steam
http://sdplf.org/Lynne-Cox
http://sdplf.org/Lynne-Cox

